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Abstract:

"Dr. Shams Ur Rahman Farooqui is one of the most prominent and bold references of
contemporary criticism on Urdu literature. In his keynote address titled “A Modest Plea:
Please, Could We Have A Proper History of Urdu Literature? “at University of Virginia in
2008, he raised some elusive but thought provoking points in his address. His main
hypothesis, that we don’t have “proper” literary history of Urdu offers a good mixture of
valid objections and a jumble of unjust observations. This article seeks analysis of these
points and their validity. His opinion on several of the points he raised can’t be

contradicted but there are some where it could be."
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"Many more replies are possible, but my essay is not about answering
Russell. In any case, | am in full sympathy with his assessment of the
three histories of Urdu literature, which he examines in his essay. |
just want to enlarge his scope and say that there hasn't yet been a
history of Urdu literature, which does even minimum justice to the
literature. ..... His essay about how not to write a history of Urdu
literature is just one example of how his teachings and ideas can
benefit native Urdu readers and writers." ©
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“Literary historiography in Urdu has always been oriented toward
Delhi, and it generally remains so even today, after Dakani and later
Gujri were brought on the map mostly as a result of the efforts of
Dakani scholars like Nasiruddin Hashimi and Muhyiuddin Qadiri Zor
in the 1920's and 1930's. Maulavi Abdul Haq as General Secretary of
Anjuman Taraqqgi-e Urdu and its journal Urdu also contributed to this
rediscovery." ©
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"They didn't stop to read the poetry, nor did they appreciate that a
poet, like all human beings, doesn't necessarily do what he says he
does, and that there may have been literary politics underlying
Hatim's pronouncements." (19
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"The emergence of Lucknow, and then Calcutta as new centres of
Urdu literature helped divert the historian's attention from the
southern and eastern centres, especially Hyderabad,
Aurangabad....the east. Mainline historians rarely let their gaze
wander beyond Lucknow and Delhi. The result is that these areas are
today below the horizon of the average student of Urdu literature.
Very few of us know, for example, that Shah Ghulam Yahya Insaf
llahabadi (d. 1780) wrote delightful comic verse and was perhaps the
first Urdu poet to devote himself exclusively to comic poetry."
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