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Abstract:

"Qurratul Ain Haider's "Chandni Begam" focuses on the culture of Lukhnow and maps the
four ages of the history of Lukhnow, i.e. Sheikh Dynasty ,Burhani dynasty, colonial era and
post independence era. Dealing with issues of landlordism, demise of feudalism in
industrial era, troubles of post-colonial era and the mutability of life, "Chandni Begam "
glorifies the Sheikh Dynasty and colonial era. Haider has employed the innovative
narrative techniques like magic realism to explore the diversity, heterogeneity,
multiculturalism and hybrid indo-Islamic secular culture of Lukhnow. This article seeks to
analyze the use of magic realistic techniques in "Chandni Begam" by Qurratul Ain Haider.

Key Words: Qurratul Ain Haider, Novel, Chndni Begam, Magic realism."
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"In contemporary literary criticism, both "magic realism" and "magical
realism" are used.| prefer the former, as it can be read as a double noun
phrase and thus better reflects the relationship of equality between magic
and realism that is a fundamental aspect of the mode." (On page 1 in foot
note.(Anne C Hegerfeldt, "Lies that Tell the Truth", Rodopi Amsterdam-
NewYork NY 2005.

:uﬁf\_p C'd CS ’J\P .Y
"Defamiliarization, From the Russian meaning 'to make strange’, the term
originates with the Russian formalists and, in particular, the theories of
Viktor Shklovsky. In his easy 'Art as Technique’, Shklovsky argues that
perception becomes automatic once it has become habitual, and that the
function of art is to challenge automization and habitualization ,and return
a direct grasp on things to the individual perception."(pp186) Hawthorn,
Jeremy, 2005, 'Studying the Novel', 5th Ed, Hodder Arnold Londen.

:MJ Cd é /J\P .y
"Some of the characteristic feature of this kind of fiction are the mingling
and juxtaposition of the realistic and the fantastic or bizarre, skillful time
shift, convoluted and even labyrinthine narrative and plot, miscellaneous
use of dream, myths and fairy stories ,expresionistic and even surrealistic
description, arcane erudition, the element of surprise and abrubt shock, the
horrific and the inexplicable."” (pp488 J.A.Cuddon ,1999,'Dictionary of
litrary terms and litrary theory',Penguin Books UK, 4th Ed .)

:MJ 5\5 é ’J\P ¥
"In Europe the term is particularly associated with certain recent femele
and famanist novels." Blending' is perhaps misleading, magic realism
seems typically to involve the sudden incursion of fantastic elements in an
otherwise realistic Plot and Setting."(ppl191Hawthorn, Jeremy, 2005,
‘Studying the Novel', 5th Ed, Hodder Arnold Londen .)

RS C‘S é /J\P )
"l suggest five primary characteristics of the mode. First, the text contains
an
irreduceable element of magic, second, the descriptions in magic realism
detail a strong presence of the phenomenal world, third, the reader may
experience some unsettling doubts in the efforts to reconcile two
contradictory understanding of events; fourth, the narrative merges
different realms; and, finally,magical realism disturbs received ideas about
time, space and identity." (pp7 'Wendy B Faris, 2004, 'Ordinary
enchantments, magical realism and the remystification of narrative’,
Vanderbilt University Press USA, 1st Ed .pp7.)

DS o S deal LF

Anne C Hegerfeldt, "Lies that Tell the Truth", Rodopi Amsterdam-NewY ork
NY 2005. Chapter 2, 3.
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